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T  O 

Sir  JOSHUA  REYNOLDS, 

AND 

«  .  '<P** 

EDMUND  BURKE,  Efq. 

% 

GENTLEMEN, 

-  \  1  \ 

TH  E  death  of  a  Man  fo  much  diftinguifhed 

in  the  Republic  of  Letters  as  my  late  much¬ 
valued  friend  Dr.  Goldsmith,  muft  naturally  attract 
the  notice  of  the  World  ;  and  as  there  were  fome 
circumftances  attending  that  unhappy  event,  which 
feem  proper  to  be  made  generally  known,  I  have 
prefumed  to  lay  them  before  the  Public. 


After 


DEDICATION. 

After  the  Doftor’s  deceafe,  you  were  pleafed 
to  honour  me  with  the  management  of  his  affairs, 
till  the  perfon  fhould  appear,  who  was  authorized 
to  adminifter  to  his  effects  ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  I  have  faithfully  executed  your  intention. 
But  as  the  Public  are  interefted  in  the  lofs  of  a  man 
fo  confpicuous  for  his  talents,  and  his  humanity, 
as  the  late  Dr.  Goldsmith,  they  become  naturally 
anxious  to  know  the  circumftances  of  his  illnefs 
and  .death.  This  has  induced  many  Gentlemen, 
who  knew  that  I  had  attended  him,  to  apply  to  me 
for  information  on  the  fubject.  I  have,  accord¬ 
ingly,  readily  related  to- them  the  particulars  which 
came  within  my  knowledge;  but  having  been  alfo 
applied  to  in  the  News-papers,  as  well  as  by  pri¬ 
vate  letter,  I  have  thought  it  befl  to  pubiifh  this 
little  Pamphlet ;  and  the  rather,  as  I  have  reafon 
to  believe  fome  perfons  have  formed  very  unjuft  and 
uncandid  notions  refpetting  my  condudt  in  this  af¬ 
fair  ;  .and  it  is  therefore  prefumed,  that  thefe  con- 

fiderations 


dedication. 

liderations  will  fufficiently  apologize  for  this  Pub¬ 
lication. 

All  that  is  reafonable  to  expect  from  me,  is  a 
fair  detail  of  the  circumftances  with  which  this 
Cafe  was  attended.  I  have  attempted  little  more 
than  this ;  and  it  is  hoped,  that  what  is  here  of¬ 
fered  to  the  Public,  will  prove  as  fatisfadtory  to  my 
readers  in  general,  as  it  has  done  to  many  of  Dr. 
Goldsmith’s  acquaintance ;  to  whom  I  appeal, 
whether  I  have  not  uniformly  advanced  the  fame 
particulars  in  private,  which  I  have  now  thought 
it  expedient  to  publifli  to  the  world. 

The  event  which  gave  rife  to  this  Pamphlet, 
hath  given  a  very  fincere  concern  to  me,  as  well 
as  to  many  others.  I  am,  however,  willing  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  expreding  the  great  refpedt 
which  I  have  for  you,  Gentlemen,  to  whom,  with 
your  permiiTion,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
addrelling  this  Publication.  I  am  happy  in  having 

b  .  my 


DEDICATION. 

my  condudt  approved  by  two  of  Dr.  Goldsmith’s 

% 

moft  intimate  and  refpedtable  friends ;  both  of 
whom  have  defervedly  attained  to  a  very  high  de¬ 
gree  of  reputation  :  the  one,  as  the  firft  Painter  of 
the  prefent  age  3  while  the  other  is  univerfally 
celebrated  as  an  upright  Senator,  and  moft  accom- 
plifhed  Orator. 

v  .  .  .  t 

I  am,  Gentlemen., 

"x  *  \  *  .*  < 

With  the  greateft  regard, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
April  25,  1774.  WILLIAM  HAWES. 
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ACCOUNT,  &>c. 

•  w 

m  v 

*  -  f  _ 

AS  the  obfervations  which  I  have  made  in  the  Dedica¬ 
tion  prefixed  to  this  piece,  will  fufficiently  account 
for  its  defign,  I  fhall  begin  my  narrative  without  any  further 
apology. 

\ 

On  Friday  the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  1774,  the  late 
Dr.  Goldsmith  was  taken  ill,  and  at  eleven  o'clock  the 
fame  night  fent  for  me  to  his  Chambers.  He  com¬ 
plained  of  a  violent  pain  extending  all  over  the  fore-part 
of  his  head  ;  his  tongue  was  moift  3  he  had  no  cold  fhiver- 
ings  or  pain  in  any  other  part,  and  his  pulfe  beat  about  ninety 
flrokes  in  a  minute.  He  then  acquainted  me  he  had  taken 
two  ounces  of  Ipecacuanha  wine  as  a  vomit,  and  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  take  Dr.  James's  Fever-Powders ,  which 
he  defired  me  to  fend  him.  I  replied,  that  in  my  opinion 
this  was  a  medicine  very  improper  at  that  time,  and  begged 
I  I  -  he 


/ 
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he  would  not  think  of  it :  but  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  every  ar¬ 
gument  ufed,  feemed  only  to  render  him  more  determined  in 
his  own  opinion ;  which  gave  me  much  concern,  as  I  could 
not  avoid  thinking,  that  the  man  whom  I  had  all  the  reafon 
in  the  world  to  efteem,  was  about  to  take  a  Hep  which  might 
prove  extremely  injurious  to  him.  I,  therefore,  endeavoured 
to  reafon  medically  with  him,  and  obferved,  that  his  com¬ 
plaint  appeared  to  be  more  a  nervous  affedtion  than  a  febrile 
difeafe.  He  faid,  cf  he  thought  fo  too.’;  I  replied,  “  Then, 
“  Sir,  as  you  have  already  taken  a  vomit,  which  has  operated 
“  very  well,  I  would  advife  you  to  take  a  gentle  opiate,  which 

“  may  be  a  means  of  quieting  the  flomach  ;  as  after  the  ope- 
“  ration  of  an  emetic  it  generally  produces  for  a  few  hours 
refrefhing  fleep  ;  after  which,  in  all  probability,  the  com- 

.  i 

“  plaint  in  the  head  will  gradually  go  off,  as  repeated  expe- 
“  rience  has  confirmed.”  To  this  he  anfwered,  <c  I  like  your 
“  mode  of  reafoning  well;”  and  for  a  fhort  time  he  appeared 
to  be  convinced,  but  foon  after  infifted  upon  taking  the  Pow~ 
der.  I  now  found  myfelf  in  a  more  difagreeable  fituation, 
than  can  eafily  be  conceived  by  any  perfon  whatever,  except 
a  Brother-Pradtitioner :  for  with  great  concern  I  fpeak  it,  the 
more  we  endeavour  to  convince,  the  more  our  good  in¬ 
tentions  are  too  frequently  treated  with  difregard ;  and  I 

folemnly 
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folemnly  declare,  that  I  felt  at  that  time  more  anguith  of 
mind  than  I  had  done  in  fifteen  years  preceding  practice. 
And  this  for  three  reafons  :  Firft,  the  confequence  of  this  pa¬ 
tient’s  health  and  life  to  his  friends  and  fociety :  Secondly, 
the  defire  which  every  Practitioner  has,  or  ought  to  have,  of 
doing  good  when  confulted;  at  leaft  not  fuffering  his  patient 
to  do  himfelf  an  injury :  Thirdly,  from  the  real  friendship 
I  entertained  for  the  DoCtor,  on  the  principles  of  gratitude 

i 

for  his  countenance  towards  an  Undertaking,  which  I  have 
for  a  confiderable  time  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  which,  by  the  afiiftance  of  a  worthy  and  able  phy- 
fician,  and  the  favour  of  the  Public,  is  now  likely  to  take 
place.  For  thefe  reafons,  I  could  not  take  my  leave  without 
again  endeavouring  to  convince  him:  and  tho’  fome  of  the 
Faculty  may  perhaps  frnile  at  me  for  theorizing  (to  which  they 
have  my  full  confent),  I  now  purfued  that  plan  5  and  as 
I  had  before  furmounted  his  objections,  in  preceding  com¬ 
plaints,  by  entering  a  little  minutely  into  the  progrefs  of 
difeafes,  and  the  aCtion  of  medicines  on  the  human  body,  I 
hoped  it  would  prove  fuccefsful  in  the  prefent  inftance.  I 
told  the  Doftor,  that  his  ftomach  was  yet  hardly  fettled  from 
the  operation  of  the  emetic,  and  that  his  frame  in  general 
feemed  a  good  deal  agitated ;  and  therefore  the  Fever-Powder 

B  would 
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would  be  more  likely  to  adt  as  a  fimple  ilimulant  on  the  pri- 
mae  viae  than  as  a  febrifuge,  and  thus  be  a  means  of  reprodu¬ 
cing  the  vomiting  in  a  very  violent  degree,  or  induce  a  purgings 
and  that  if  it  adted  upon  either  ftomach  or  inteftines,  it  might? 
in  the  end  be  produdtive  of  the  mod  ferious  confequences. 

However,  tho’  I  reafoned  with  him  on*  the  fubjedt,  for, 
near  half  an  hour,  by  his  bed-lide, ,  and  earneftly  entreated' 
him  not  to  take  Dr.  James's  Powders ,  yet  I  could  not  pre¬ 
vail  upon  him  to  fay  that  he  would  not. — At  laft  I  addrelfecL 
him,  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance,  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner,  “  Pleafe,  Sir,  to  obferve,  that  if  you  do  take,  the  Fever - 

/  *  i 

“  Powder ,  it  is  entirely  without  my  approbation ;  and  at  the. 
€t  fame  time  remember,  how  very  anxious  I  have  been  to  per- 
“  fuade  you  to  defift  from  it :  and  now  I  will  take  my  leave. 
“  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  grant  me  one  requeft.”  He. 
very  warmly  alked  me,  what  that  was  ?  I  told  him,  that  as  her 
had  always  confulted  Dr.  Fordyce  in  preceding  illnelfes,  and. 
had  exprelfed  the  greateft  opinion  of  his  abilities  as  a  phyfi- 
cian,  I  hoped  he  would  permit  me  to  fend  for  him.  It  was, 
full  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  I  could  obtain  his  confent  to. 
this,  as  the  taking  Dr.  James's  Powders  appeared  to  be  the. 
only  objedt  which  employed  his  attention  j  and  even  then  he. 

endeavoured 
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endeavoured  to  throw  an  obftacle  in  my  way,  by  faying,  that 
Dr.  Fordyce  was  gone  to  fpend  the  evening  in  Gerrard-ftreet, 
«  where,  adds  he,  I  fliould  alfo  have  been,  if  I  had  not  been 
“  indifpofed.”  I  told  him,  that  the  diftance  was  a  matter  of  no 
confequence,  and  that  if  he  would  permit  it,  my  man  fliould1 
immediately  be  fent  for  him.  He  replied,  “  Well,  you  may 
“  fend  for  him,  if  you  will.”  I  frankly  declare,  that  this  laft 
fentence  was  the  moft  agreeable  to  me,  of  any  that  he  had  ut¬ 
tered  during  my  flay  with  him.  I  then  came  home,  and  im¬ 
mediately  wrote  a  note  to  Dr.  Fordyce,  and  difpatched  my 
fervant,  with  orders  firft  to  call  in  Eftex-ftreet,  and  enquire 
whether  he  was  returned  5  and  if  not  at  home,  to  proceed  to 
Gerrard-ftreet.  Fortunately,  the  meftenger  found  him  at  home, 
who  fent  me  word  that  he  would  wait  on  Dr,  Goldsmith 
diredtly. 

N 

V  ^ 

As  I  did  not  attend  at  the  fame  time  with  Dr.  Fordyce, 
I  am  ignorant  of  the  converfation  that  palled  during  his  vifit  y 
but  it  was  evident  that  he  did  not  approve  of  the  Fever- Pow¬ 
der,  as  he  prefcribed  other  medicines.  And,  indeed,  early  the 
next  morning  the  Doctor  called  at  my  houfe,  and  informed 

me,  that  he  had  reprefented  to  Dr.  Goldsmith  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night,  the  impropriety  there  would  be  in  his  taking- 

Dr ^ 
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Dr.  James's  Powders ;  but  that  inttead  of  paying  any  atten-* 

* 

tion  to  his  remonftrances  on  this  fubjedr,  he  had  unhappily 
perfifted  in  his  own  refolution,  and  taken  two  or  three  dofes 
of  the  Powder,  tho’  it  had  operated  both  as  a  purgative  and 
an  emetic. 

*  *  *  •  , 

When  I  called  to  fee  him  on  Saturday  morning  (the 
twenty-fixth  of  March)  Dr.  Goldsmith’s  fervant  told  me,  he 
believed  his  matter  was  dozing,  as  he  lay  very  quiet.  I  then 
faid,  I  would  call  in  the  evening  ;  which  I  accordingly  did, 
and  his  man,  with  great  appearance  of  concern,  when  I  afked 
him  how  his  matter  was,  replied  he  was  very  bad,  for  he  had 
been  vomiting  all  day,  and  had  had  a  great  many  loofe  ttools ; 
notwithftanding  which,  the  fervant  obferved,  the  Dodtor 

would  make  him  give  him  James' s  Fever-Powders ;  fo 

/ 

that  he  ttill  continued  the  ufe  of  the  medicine,  and  of 
confequence  it  encreafed  in  its  pernicious  operation,  by  which 
means  the  evacuations  were  continued  for  at  leaft  eighteen 
hours.  I  afterwards  went  into  Dr.  Goldsmith’s  chamber, 
and  found  him  extremely  reduced,  and  his  pulfe  was  now 
become  very  quick  and  fmall.  When  I  enquired  of  him  how 
he  did,  he  fighed  deeply,  and  in  a  very  low  voice  faid,  “  he 
wiflaed  he  had  taken  my  friendly  advice  latt  night”  (meaning 

*  Friday 
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Friday  night,  the  twenty-fifth  c>f  March)  :  and  this  was  all 
he  faid  during  this  vifitj  for  whatever  other  queftions  I 

thought  proper  to  afk  him,  he  appeared  fo  much  exhaufted  as 

% 

not  to  be  able  to  make  any  reply  to  them ;  and  I  clearly  per¬ 
ceived  he  was  fo  very  weak  and  low,  from  the  large  and  co¬ 
pious  evacuation,  that  he  feemed  to  have  neither  ftrength  nor 
fpirits  to  fpeak. 

As  Dr.  Fordyce  had  vifited  him  a  little  before  my  attend¬ 
ance  on  him  at  this  time,  I  thought  it  unneceflary  to  trouble 
him  to  make  a  reply  to  many  enquiries :  accordingly  I  took 
my  leave ;  at  the  fame  time  being  firmly  convinced  in  my 
own  mind,  that  every  bad  confequence  was  to  be  expected 
from  the  violent  operation  of  this  medicine. 

^  v  4  4 1 

I  was  very  foon  too  well  confirmed  in  my  opinion  by  Dr. 

.  *  —■  I 

Fordyce’s  calling  upon  me  at  my  houfe  the  fame  evening,  and 

•  .  .  *  -  --%.*»  ■ 

acquainting  me  with  much  regret,  that  Dr*  Goldsmith  by 
taking  Dr.  James's  PowdershzA  done  himfelf  fo  much  injury, 
that  he  thought  it  right  to  propofe  calling  in  another  Phyii- 
cian,  as  he  would  not  follow  his  advice  ;  in  hopes  that  by  fo 
doing,  the  patientwould  be  convinced  of  the  danger  of  hisfitu- 
ation,  and  confequently  be  more  inclined  to  conform  to  the 

C  mode 
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mode  of  treatment  prescribed.  Dr.  Fordyce  Said,  he  knew 

* 

that  Dr.  Goldsmith  had  a  great  opinion  of  Dr.  Turton 3 

» 

and  defired  I  would  go  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  if  I 
found  him  no  better,  to  perfuade  him  to  call  in  that  Gentle¬ 
man.  Accordingly  at  eight  o’clock,  the  next  morning,  (being 
Sunday)  I  went,  and  found  him  much  worfe.  Pie  had  paffed 
a  very  bad  night,  having  vomited  feveral  times,,  and  had  many 
loofe  ftools  3  he  lay  abfolutely  funk  with  weaknefs;  and  I 
was  fo  very  clear  refpedting  the  exceeding  bad  fituation  he  was 
in,  that  inftead  of  fatiguing  him  with  any  queftions,  I  imme¬ 
diately  exerted  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  perfuade  him  to  fend 
for  Dr.  Turton  3  to  which  he  (being  now,  tho’  too  late,  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  unfortunate  mode  of  proceeding)  very  readily 
confented,  and  defired  me  to  order  his  fervant  to  go  direftly. 
I  accordingly  did,  and  the  Doctors  Fordyce  and  Turton  met 
at  the  time  appointed,  to  affift  at  a  confutation,  which  was 
continued  twice  a  day  till  his  death. 

As  the  fymptoms  which  arofe  afterwards  in  the  difeafe,  were 
noticed  with  the  utmoft  accuracy  by  the  two  able  Phyiicians 
who  attended  him,  they  do  not  come  within  my  province3  Ihave 
only  endeavoured  to  give  the  Public  a  clear  andconcife  account 
of  the  mifchievous  effects  the  Fever-Powders  produced  in  the 

before 
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before  recited  cafe ;  and  am  deeply  concerned  when  I  confider 
that  they  have,  by  an  injudicious  application,  been  productive 
of  the  lofs  of  a  life  fo  valuable,  and  fo  important  to  Society. 

I  hope  it  will  not  here  be  deemed  impertinent  in  an 
Apothecary  to  declare,  that  in  the  courfe  of  his  bufinefs,  he 
has  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing  feveral  Cafes  wherein  this- 
noted  Fever-Powder  has  proved  highly  injurious  ,  which  muft 
generally  be  the  confequence  when  an  Antimonial  Medicine, 
very  violent  frequently  in  its  operation,  has  become  fo  uni~ 
verfally  fafliionable,  as  to  be  adminiftered  in  almofl  all 
feverifh  complaints,  and  in  all  ftages  of  fevers,  and  too;* 
often  fuffered  to  be  given  at  the  difcretion  of  Old  Women, 
or,  at  leaf!:,  by  thofe  who.  cannot  have  the  fmalleft  pretend- 
lions  to  medical  knowledge*. 

At  the  fame  time  it  would  be  a  proof  of  the  greateft  want 
of  candour  not  to  acknowledge,  that  much  good  has  arifen 
from  the  proper  and  fkilful  exhibition  of  Dr.  James’s  Powders, , 
in.  many  cafes  of  fevers;  From  thefe  confiderations  I  am 
firmly  of  opinion,  that  thefe  Powders ,  or  indeed  any  other 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  read  fome  very  ingenious  remarks  relative  to 
Dr.  James' s  F ever- Powder ,  in  a  Pamphlet  entitled,  “  Obfervations  on  Antimony,” 
read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  by  John  Millar,  M.  J3.  which  have  con¬ 
firmed  me  in  my  opinion  on  this  fubjeft* 


very 
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very  powerful  and  adtive  medicines,  fhould  never  be  taken  in 
any  acute  difeafe,  but  by  the  advice  and  direction  of  a  Phy- 
fician,  or  in  his  abfence  an  Apothecary. 

\ 

/ 

As  a  confirmation  of  what  I  have  advanced,  I  refer  to  the 
pradtice  of .  Dr.  James  himfelf,  who  always  adminifters  his 
Fever-Powders  with  great  caution  and  circumfpedtion,  and 
defifts  from  the  exhibition  of  them,  when  he  finds  them  not 
operate  in  the  manner  he  wiflhed  or  expedted.  Is  it  then 
proper  to  truft  a  remedy  frequently  fo  very  powerful  in  its 
operation,  in  the  hands  of  the  unfkilful,  who  are  incapable 
of  forming  a  proper  judgment  either  of  its  good  or  bad 
effedls  ? 

-  4  -  4 

I  will  here  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Public,  a  circum- 
ftance  which  has  happened  more  than  once  within  my 
pradtice,  and  which,  I  doubt  not,  has  likewife  occurred  to 
.many  of  my  brethren  :  A  Gentleman  whom  I  had  been 

r 

ufed  to  attend  for  fome  years,  fent  for  me  after  he  had  been 
ill  two  days,  and  informed  me,  that  he  had  taken  Dr,  James’s 
Fever -Powders  without  finding  himfelf  any  thing  the  better  ; 
fome  of  the  dofes  having  caufed  him  to  vomit  and  purge 
violently,  whilft  others  had  a  different  effedl.  His  fervant, 
being  an  attentive  man,  brought  me  the  remaining  papers  to 

look 
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look  at,  which  I  put  in  my  pocket,  and  weighed  as  foon  as 
I  came  home  :  one  weighed  three,  another  four,  and  the 
third  upwards  of  fix  grains.  Now,  as  much  depends  on  the 
exhibition  of  a  proper  quantity  of  this  remedy,  and  even 
with  that  advantage  its  aCtion  is  extremely  uncertain,  every 
reafonable  man  muft  be  convinced,  that  adminiftering  a 
medicine  fo  powerful  as  thefe  Fever-Powders  are  in  fo 
irregular  a  manner,  muft  often  be  productive  of  the  moft  fe- 
rious  confequences. 

I  wish  to  remove  the  film  of  prejudice  from  the  eyes  of 
the  Public,  and  to  make  them  fee  clearly  the  great  impro¬ 
priety  there  is  in  indifcriminately  taking  this  or  any  other 
powerful  medicinal  preparation,  without  the  previous  advice 
of  a  perfon  qualified  to  direCt  its  exhibition  :  and  I  do 
affirm,  that  if  this  caution  were  more  attended  to  than  it  gene¬ 
rally  is,  much  uneafinefs  would  be  prevented  in  flight  com¬ 
plaints,  and  the  danger  frequently  avoided  in  thofe  of  a  more 
ferious  nature. 

I  hope  the  Public  will  be  convinced,  that  in  this  relation 
of  the  unfortunate  cafe  of  the  late  much-refpeCted  Dr, 
Goldsmith,  I  have  no  other  defign  than  to  give  them 

a  juft  reprefentation  of  the  affair,  and  to  convince 

,  ✓ 

D  them. 
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them,  that  my  condud  therein  has  been  irreproachable  :  and 
as  a  proof  of  my  fincere  deiire  to  render  myfelf  beneficial  to 
mankind,  and  the  prefent  unfortunate  cafe  feeming  to  afford 
me  a  proper  opportunity,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  laying 
down  a  few  plain  rules,  which  I  hope  will  have  a  due  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to  them  by  my  readers. 

i  ? 

First,  To  thofe  who  are  prepoffeffed  in  favour  of  Dr. 
James  s  Fever-Powdery  and  take  or  prefcribe  it  in  too 
indifcriminate  a  manner,  I  would  earneftly  recommend  to 
keep  Apothecaries  fcales  and  weights  by  them,  and  whilfi: 
they  are  in  health,  weigh  it  out  in  proper  proportions, 
according  to  the  effeds  they  wifh  it  fliould  produce,  and 
have  each  parcel  of  the  fame  weight  wrapped  up,  and  the 
quantity  contained  therein  wrote  on  the  outfide  * :  or  if 
proper  fcales  and  weights  cannot  be  readily  obtained,  to  fend 
the  Powders  to  a  neighbouring  Apothecary,  and  mention  in 
writing  (not  by  a  verbal  meffage  by  fervants,  in  a  circum- 
ftance  of  fo  much  importance)  the  quantities  to  be  weighed 

i 

out.  Many  Gentlemen  of  the  Temple,  See .  whom  I  have 

*  The  above  rule  may  to  fome  perfons  appear  trifling  ;  but  they  will  perhaps  change 
their  opinion  when  they  are  informed,  that  it  is  an  undoubted  fa<5t,  that  many  keep 
j Dr.  James’s  Fever- Powders  conflantly  by  them  when  in  health,  in  order  to  make  ufe 
of  when  they  are  occaflonally  taken  ill. 


not 
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not  had  the  pleafure  of  knowing,  have  been  fo  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  this  caution,  that  they  have- 
applied  to  me  to  have  Dr.  James’s  Fever-Powders 
properly  divided ;  which  I  always  performed  with  the  utmoft  ' 
willingnefs,  and  do  not  in  the  leaf!:  doubt,  but  that  my  Brother- 
Apothecaries,  in  a  matter  of  fo  much  importance  as  the  ufe 
of  this  very  powerful  medicine,  will  be  equally  ready,  when 
application  is  made  to  them,  to  comply  with  a  requeft  of  this 
kind .. 

>■ 

Secondly,  In  a  cafe  of  fo  much  importance  as  the  reco¬ 
very  of  health,  no  perfon  ihould  depend  too  much  upon  their 
,  own  judgment  j  or,  what  is  ftill  worfe,  implicitly  rely  on  the 
judgment  of  fuch  of  his  acquaintance  who  may  accidentally 
drop  in  to  vifit  him:  and  who,  from  being  engaged  in  purfuits 
of  a  different  nature,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  poffefled  of  me¬ 
dical  knowledge.  I  have  frequently,  after  reafoning  with  my 
patient,  perhaps  my  friend,  upon  a  fubjedt  fo  important  as  the: 
ufe  or  abufe  of  Dr.  James's  Fever-Powders,  been  filenced 
by  the  arrival  of  an  acquaintance,  who  finding  his  friend  Y 
indifpofition  to  be  a  feverifh  complaint,  has  immediately 
advifed  the  taking  of  this  adtive  and  powerful  medicine, 
without  afking  any  previous  queftion  whatever,  which  might 

lead, 


lead  to  a  knowledge  of  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  fucli 
advice.  And  here  I  cannot  avoid  making  one  additional  re¬ 
mark,  which  is.  That  when  a  medicine,  potent  in  its  operation, 
is  once  taken,  the  die  is  caft.  The  natural  confequences  of 
the  preparation,  whether  beneficiaLor  pernicious,  will  inevi¬ 
tably  follow;  and  that  friend  or  acquaintance  w.hofe  offi¬ 
cious  tendernefs  has  led  him  to  recommend  (for  want  of  an 
adequate  degree  of  knowledge)  an  improper  medicine,  cannot, 

after  it  has  once  been  adminiftered,  prevent  or  counteract  its 

% 

effeCts,  however  dangerous  or  fatal.  He  cannot  then  check 
thofe  inceffant  vomitings,  purgings,  and  other  increafed 
fecretions,  which  the  Fever-Powder  too  frequently  pro¬ 
duces  ;  nor  can  he  reftore  the  mufcular  and  vafcular  ftrength, 
when  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb  by  the  violent  operation  of 
this,  or  any  other  powerful  medicine.  I  am  the  rather  in¬ 
duced  to  -make  this  obfervation,  from  the  prefent  reigning 
propenfty  to  quackery ,  which  has  been  excited  by  the  nume¬ 
rous  advertifements  of  Nostrums  (the  productions  of  artful, 
interefted,  and  often  ignorant  men)  which  perpetually  appear 
in  the  News-papers,  as  well  as  by  hand -bills  offered  us  in  the 
public  ftreets,  to  the  difgrace  of  our  police ;  and  by  which 
means  the  unwary,  as  well  as  the  too  credulous  wealthy 
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people  in  this  country,  are  moft  eiTentialiy,  and  fometimes 
fatally  injured. 

Thirdly,  I  could  with  it  were  poffible  (for  the  writer, 
tho’  a  perfon  of  no  great  confequence  in  life,  has  the  moft 
friendly  difpofitions  to  all  mankind)  to  perfuade  the  gene- 

,  t 

rality  of  people,  and  more  particularly  thofe  of  rank  or 
opulence,  who  are  apt  to  be  the  moft  impatient  when, 
attacked  with  any  diforder,  to  have  a  little  more 

PATIENCE  AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  A  DISEASE  $ 

and  tho’  they  fliould  be  feized  with  a  violent  head-ach,  pain 
in  their  limbs,  heat,  and  other  febrile  fymptoms ;  or,  indeed, 
the  fymptoms  of  any  acute  difeafe,  whether  topical  or 
general  Inflammations,  Rheumatic  Fever,  &c.  not  too 
precipitately  to  apply  (expecting  immediate  eafe  and  relief) 
to  Dr .  James's  Powders ,  or  any  other  very  powerful  adtive 
medicine ;  for  altho’  thefe  fymptoms  may  be  extremely  dift* 
agreeable  to  bear,  yet  a  very  fhort  time  has  often  pro¬ 
duced  a  total  freedom  from  this  uneafy  fituation ;  and  I 
dare  fay  that  every  Practitioner,  as  well  as  myfelf,  has 
feen  innumerable  inftances,  particularly  in  feverifh  attacks, 

wherein  by  going  to  bed,  and  drinking  two  or  three  half 
pints  of  warm  Mountain-whey,  or  other  warm  diluting 

E  liquors. 
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liquors,  a  kindly  fweat  has  broken  out  in  an  hour  or  two, 
which  excretion  has  carried  off  all  the  fymptoms  that 
produced  fuch  ftrong  apprehenfions  in  the  perfon  taken  ill ; 
and  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  greater  numbers  have  done 
well  at  the  beginning  of  Fevers,  and  other  acute  difeafes, 
by  acting  in  the  above  manner,  than  by  taking  Dr.  James's 
Powders ;  tho5  the  Public  Ledger  does  indeed  inform  us, 
almoffi  every  day,  that  this  celebrated  Noftrum  “  will  gene- 
cc  rally  cure  a  Fever  in  a  few  hours,  tho’  attended  with  every1 
“  bad  fymptom.”  But  I  will  take  upon  me  to  affert,  that  many* 
perfons,  by  attending  to  the  above  precautions,  have  imme- 

N  v 

diately  put  a  flop  to  the  difeafe,  and  thereby  prevented’ 
thofe  dangerous  confequences  which  were  to  be  apprehended 
from  it;  whereas,  if  they  had  taken  the  Fever-Powders,. 
or  indeed  any  other  very  powerful  medicine,  they  would 
have  fo  much  interrupted  Nature  in  the  courfe  of  her  opera¬ 
tions,  as  to  prevent  her  giving  hex  kind  affiftance  in  the 
further  progrefs  of  the  diforder:  and  I  am  certain,  that  the 
injudicious  application  of  potent  remedies,  at  the  beginning 
of  difeafes,  has  not  only  been  productive  of  long  and  tedious 
illneffes,  but  has  too  frequently  occahoned  the  lofs  of  a  truly 

valuable  life  to  the  community*.  For  it  is  an  indifputable 

■> 

*  Dr.  Millar,  in  the  Pamphlet  before  referred  to,  has  the  following  obfervations 

elative  to  the  ufe  of  Dr,  Jamtih  Fever-P oivder.  “  In  the  courfe,”  fays  he,  “  of  more 

<(  than 
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axiom,  that  whenever  powerful  means  are  adminiftered,  if 
the  confequences  are  not  beneficial,  they  muft  be  exceedingly 
pernicious,  and  perhaps  fatal  and  irreparable. 

.  i 

Principiis  obsta  is  an  excellent  maxim,  and  what  I 
would  recommend  to  every  one ;  take  care  in  the  beginning 
of  a  diforder,  and  you  will  nine  times  out  of  ten  fave  your- 
felf  the  trouble  of  applying  to  any  powerful  Noftrum  what¬ 
ever  >  for  it  frequently  happens  that  when  the  difeafe  has  ob¬ 
tained  full  pofleffion^n?  medicina  paratur .. 

*  *  .  »  •  v  *►  i  ,  / 

The  defire  I  have  to  warn  mankind  againfl  the  fatal  effects 
produced  by  the  indifcriminate  exhibition  of  various  potent 

44  than  twenty  years  pradlice,  though  I  have  never  prefcribed  this  medicine,  yet  I  have 
44  not,  after  fairly  declaring  my  opinion,  oppofed  its  being  given  when  defired  by  the 
“  fick  or  their  relations ;  and  as  the  cure,  where  I  have  been  concerned,  has  been  wholly 
“  committed  to  it,  without  the  addition  of  any  medicine,  or  even  regimen,  excepting 
44  what  isdefcribed  in  the  printed  direftions,  or  what  the  inventor  himfelf  has  ordered; 
44  fome  fair  opportunities  havfe  occurred  of  obferving  it’s  effe&s ;  to  which,  and  to  every 
44  ether  information  that  could  be  obtained,  with  a  mind  open  to  convi&ion,  I  have 
“  carefully  attended.  But  in  this,  as  in  all  our  former  refearches,  the  evidence  has 
4S*  been  unfavourable  to  the  fame  of  the  Po<wder. 

44  In  fome  indances  it  has  occasioned  fainting,  convulfions,  and  other  violent  fym- 
“  ptoms,  which  terrified  thofe  who  gave  it.  In  all  which  I  have  feen  it  has  proved 
44  unfuccefsful,  though,  in  fome  cafes,,  the  cure  has  afterwards  been  accompliihed  by 
44  fafer  methods ;  and  in  thofe  where  it  was  too  late  to  ufe  any  other  remedies,  the  fick 
have  died,  although  it  was  probable  they  might  have  recovered  by  a  different  manage- 
44  ment,  which  has  Succeeded  in  Similar  infiances;  but  from  an  abafed  and  mifplaced 
44  confidence,  has  been  too  often  fet  afide  to  make  way  for  this  favourite  medicine.” 

Obfervations  on  dnt'mony}  page  92,  93. 

medicines, 
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medicines,  has  poflibly  betrayed  me  into  an  improper 
warmth  of  expreflion  (perhaps  not  altogether  fo  prudent  for 
one  in  my  prefent  fituation  of  life),  which  I  flatter  myfelf 
will  be  excufed  by  the  humane  and  fenfible  part  of  the 
Public,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  the  prefervation  of  the 
lives  of  my  fellow-creatures  was  the  principal  incitement 
to  it. 

I  could  here  expatiate  amply  on  the  ufe  of  bleeding, 
blifters,  antimonials,  and  other  potent  remedies  in  acute 
difeafes ;  but  the  prefent  unhappy  occafion  requiring  a 
fpeedy  publication  of  this  little  production,  my  other  avo¬ 
cations  will  not  permit  me  at  prefent  to  think  of  it.  But  if 
I  fhould  beblefledwith  health  and  opportunity,  Imaypofllbly, 
at  fome  future  period,  trouble  the  Public  with  my  fentiments 
on  thefe  important  means  of  relief  and  recovery ;  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  fhew,  upon  rational  and  confiftent  principles,  that 
thefe  very  powerful  medical  applications  require  the  cleared: 
ideas  of  the  caufes  and  progrefs  of  difeafes,  to  render  them 
truly  ufeful  in  the  healing  art. 

I  have  now  finiihed  the  relation  of  this  unhappy  cafe, 
and  thofe  obfervations  to  which  it  has  given  rife ;  and  I  ap¬ 
prehend,  that  the  hints  which  1  have  thrown  out  on  the 

too 
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too  early  application  of  powerful  remedies,  in  the  beginning 
of  acute  difeafes,  cannot  be  wholly  improper.  I  have,  indeed, 
been  the  more  ftimulated  to  this  publication  by  the  opinion 
of  fome  of  my  friends ;  who  in  the  relation  of  the  cafe,  re¬ 
queued  me  to  make  it  public  for  the  general  good,  and  with 
a  view  to  prevent  fuch  unfortunate  incidents  in  future.  I  was 
at  firfi:  rather  averfe  to  this;  but  as  Dr.  Goldsmith’s  death 
is  now  become  a  fubjedt  of  general  converfation,  and  various 
reports  have  been  propagated  refpedting  my  condudt,  during 
my  attendance  upon  him,  I  hope  the  Public  will  do  me  the 
juftice  to  believe,  that  no  vain  defire  of  appearing  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  an  Author,  has  occafioned  the  publication  of  thefe 
pages ;  but  that  a  folicitude  to  give  ajuftreprefentation  of  the 
beginning  of  the  Dodtor’s  illnefs,  and  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
in  my  power,  the  indiferiminate  and  injudicious  application 
of  any  very  powerful  medicine,  were  the  only  motives  that 
induced  me  to  fubmit  this  to  the  infpedtion  of  the  Public. 

As  thefe  were  really  the  motives  to  which  this  publication 
owes  its  origin,  I  hope  my  readers  will  be  fufiiciently 
equitable  and  candid  to  give  them  their  full  force ;  and  if 
they  do  this,  and  endeavour  to  profit  by  the  relation  of  this 
unfortunate  cafe,  and  the  few  plain  rules  which  I  have  laid 

F  down 
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down  to  prevent  an  improper  treatment  of  perfons  in  thofe  of 
a  fimilar  nature,  I  fhall  think  myfelf  abundantly  rewarded  ; 
and  that  any  trouble  with  which  this  appeal  to  the  Public 
may  have  been  attended,  has  been  much  more  than  fuffi- 
ciently  compenfated. 

Before  I  conclude,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve, 

f  \ 

(as  a  kind  of  apology  for  fome  particulars  which  are  before 
related  to  have  pafled  between  me  and  Dr.  Goldsmith) 
that  he  was  bred  a  Phyfician,  and  therefore  it  was  natural 
to  converfe  with  him  on  the  fubjedt  of  his  diforder  in  a 
medical  manner;  but  his  attention  had  been  fo  wholly 
abforbed  by  polite  literature,  that  it  prevented  him  from 
making  any  great  progrefs  in  medical  ftudies.  As  an  elegant 
Writer,  he  will  always  be  held  in  the  higheft  efteem  by  all 

perfons  of  true  tafte.  His  Traveller  and  Deferted  Village  are 

% 

defervedly  numbered  amongft  the  beft  poetical  productions 
of  the  prefent  age;  and  fome  of  his  effays,  and  other  pieces, 
are  very  advantageoufly  diftinguifhed  by  genuine  wit  and 
native  humour.  It  fhould  alfo  be  remembered,  that  he  was 
not  only  an  excellent  writer,  but  a  moft  amiable  man.  His 
humanity  and  generofity  greatly  exceeded  the  narrow  limits 
of  his  fortune  ;  and  thofe  who  were  no  judges  of  the  literary 

merit 
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merit  of  the  Author,  could  not  but  love  the  Man  for  that  bene¬ 
volence  by  which  he  was  fo  ftrongly  chara&erifed. 

*  *  *  XC  *  * 

N.  B.  As  my  late  refpected  and  ingenious  friend,  Dr. 
Goldsmith,  was  pleafed  to  honour  Dr.  Cogan  and  myfelf 
with  his  patronage  and  affiftance  in  the  undertaking 

FOR  THE  RECOVERY  OF  PERSONS  APPARENTLY  DEAD  BY 

•  ^  » 

DROWNING,  AND  OTHER  SUDDEN  ACCIDENTS,  HOW  On  the 

point  of  being  eftablifhed  in  this  kingdom ;  I  think  I  can¬ 
not  (hew  a  greater  proof  of  my  efteem  for  the  deceafed,  than 
by  applying  the  profits  of  this  Publication  (if  any  fhould  arife) 
to  an  inftitution,  the  defign  of  which  was  favoured  with  his 
approbation. 
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WHOEVER  publifhes  any  obfervations  to  the 
world,  however  calculated  for  general  utility,  which 
may  have  a  tendency  to  give  offence  to  interejied  peo- 

r  % 

pie,  and  be  fuppofed  unfavourable  to  their  views,  will  be 
fure  to  meet  with  illiberal  attacks  from  them,  or  from  their 
agents.  This  has  been  my  cafe,  in  confequence  of  my  having 
printed  this  Pamphlet.  I  have  been  treated  in  the  Newfpapers 
with  much  illiberality,  on  account  of  the  obfervations  which 
I  have  made  concerning  the  injurious  and  pernicious  ufe  of 
Dr.  J  ames’s  Powders.  it  was  fuppofed  that  my  publica¬ 
tion  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  fale  of  this  famous  medi¬ 
cine,  and  therefore  I  incurred  the  indignation  of  thofe  who 
derive  large  pecuniary  profits  from  it.  But  as  I  am  confcious 
of  the  uprightnefs  of  my  own  intentions,  I  am  little  con¬ 
cerned  at  the  abufe  of  mercenary  people.  Plowever,  as  I 

G  have 


have  a  great  deference  for  the  opinion  of  the  candid  Public, 

I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  fubjoin  to  this  Edition  a  . 
few  additional  remarks  on  the  fubjedt,  and  on  fome  obfer- 
vations  which  have  appeared  in  the  Newfpapers  relative  to 
my  condudt.  I  was,  indeed,  fomewhat  prepared  for  the 
fcurrility  which  has  been  thrown  out  againft  me,  by  a  very 
expreffive  declaration  which  Mr.  Francis  Newbery,  jun. 
made  to  me  himfelf,  and  the  meaning  of  which  could  not 

*  V 

be  miltaken  ;  namely,  that  “  fay  what  I  would,  the  Fe- 

“  VER-POWDER  WAS  HIS  PROPERTY,  AND  HE  WOULD  DE- 
“  FEND  IT.” 

Mr. Newbery  alfo  thought  proper,  with  a  candour  worthy 
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of  himfelf,  to  infinuate,  though  without  the  leaf!  founda¬ 
tion,  that  the  Fever-Powder  which  was  taken  by  Dr.  Gold¬ 
smith,  and  which  was  fent  to  him  from  my  fhop,  was  not 
the  genuine  fort.  To  this  I  anfwer.  That  as  this  Medicine 
is  in  fuch  general  vogue  that  almoft  every  Apothecary  is 
obliged  to  keep  it,  it  has  alfo  occafionally  been  fold  at 
my  fhop  ;  but  I  folemnly  declare  that  I  have  never  fold  any 
but  what  was  bought  by  me,  or  my  fervant,  at  Mr.  New- 
bery’s,  and  that  this  was  the  cafe  with  that  which  was  taken 

by  Dr.  Goldsmith.  And  therefore  I  think  there  can  be  no 

impro- 
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impropriety  in  inferring  here  the  following  Declarations,  al 
though  they  have  already  appeared  in  the  Public  Advertifer  ; 
and  thofe  by  whom  thefe  Declarations  were  made,  are  ready 
to  attefl  the  truth  of  the  particulars  upon  oath,  if  required. 

*  *  *  * 

^  •(  * 

I  declare  that  Dr.  Goldsmith  refufed  having  any 
medicines  adminiftered  to  him  whatever,  excepting  Dr. 
James's  Powdery  upon  which  I  returned  to  my  mailer's 
houfe,  and  carried  one  paper,  which  I  took  from  the  packet, 
and  divided  it  into  four  parts,  that  it  might  be  adminiftered 
in  proper  dofes.  And  I  further  declare,  that  it  was  the  Ge- 

1 

nuine  Fever-Powder  bought  at  the  fliop  of  Francis  Newbery, 
jun.  in  St.  Paul’s  Church-yard. 

May  x,  1774.  EDMUND  DEARNS, 

Journeyman  to  Mr.  Hawes, 

0 

&  *  * 

fj 

Edmund  Dearns  called  me  about  twelve  o'clock  on 
Friday  night,  the  25th  of  March,  to  hold  the  candle.  I  faw 

him  take  out  fomething wrapped  up  on  marble  paper,  and 

* 

a  large  broad  seal  on  it.  I  afked  him  what  that 
was  ?  He  broke  the  feal,  and  at  the  fame  time  faid.  It  w^as 


James’s 


J  ames’s-  Powder.  This  I  do  declare  to  be  true,  and  am 
ready  to  certify  upon  oath,  if  required. 

MARY  PRATT, 

to 

Servant  to  Mr .  Hawes. 
%  .  *  * 

In  juftice  to  my  Friend  and  Truth,  I  think  it  proper  to 

CONTRADICT  MRS.  SxMITH  IN  ONE  OF  HER  ASSERTIONS  IN 

T  j  .  «  v  <  •.<>  -  ■  .  '  J  s  .  .  .  I 

Newbery’s  paragraph.  On  the  9th  of  April  I  called  on 

k  •  ,  fJ  \>  .  »\  .  i  1 

Mr.  Hawes,  to  go  with  me  to  fpend  the  evening  in  the 

.  -w  -  *  .  V  '  J  i  .  .  •  w  '  -  *• 

Strand.  He  told  me  he  muil  wait  a  few  minutes,  as  he  had 

\  -  t  »  -■'  V*  .  '*  ^  i.  ‘  i.  -  -  -  •*  <  ;  «  1  '  ’  "  < 

ordered  Dr.  Goldsmith’s  Nurfe  to  call  to  be  paid.  She 

J  »  J  *  '  '  *  ~  v  '*  *-  *  -  •  J  *  -  *  v/  *  V?  h 

went  into  his  parlour  behind  the  fhop,  and,  I  believe,  was 
there  about  five  minutes.  In  going  out  through  the  fhop 

1  ..... 

Mr.  Hawes  fays  to  the  Nurfe,  “  Nurfe,  for  God’s  fake, 
*  whenever  you  are  fent  for  again  to  people  that  are  ill,  al- 
<  ways  defire  them  not  to  take  Ja?nes  s  Powder ,  without  the 
‘  confent  or  advice  of  fome  phyfical  man.”  She  made  an- 

\  %  '  1  _  *  — 

fwerand  faid,  “  Sir,  I  will and  faid  not  another  word  on 

r  r  * 

the  fubjedl.  If  required,  I  will  teftify  the  above  on  oath. 

Fleet- ftreet,  No.  73. 

May  1,  1774. 


V/.  TOWNSEND. 


I  27  3 

It  deferves  to  be  remembered,  that  Mr.  Newberv  in  the 
Declarations  which  he  has,  by  fome  means  or  other,  procured* 
from  the  Nurfe,  Mary  Ginger,  &c.  appears  himfelf  to  admit, 
that  Dr.  Goldsmith  received  great  injury  from  the  Powder, 
but  pretends  it  was  not  Dr.  James's.  I  have  given  the  bed 
evidence  that  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit,  and  am  ready 
to  authenticate  it  in  the  JlrongeJl  manner ,  that  the  Powder 
taken  by  Dr.  Goldsmith  was  really  That  fold  at  Newbery -s 
for  *James  §  genuine  Fever-powder .  If  then  Dr.  Goldsmith 
was  greatly  injured,  as  even  Mr.  Newbery  himfelf  fuppofes, 
by  the  Fever-Powder  taken  by  him,  it  was  no  other  than 
Dr.  James' s,  bought  at  Francis  Newbery  s  jun.  in  St-  Paul's 
church -yard. 

With  refpeft  to  an  objection  that  has  been  made,  that  if 
I  difapproved  of  the  ufe  of  the  Fever-Powder  in  Dr.  Gold- 

*  I  make  ufe  of  this  exprelHon,  becaufe  I  have  good  reafon  to  fappofe,  that 

t  *  0 
fome  improper  arts  have  been  ufed  to  prevail  on  the  nurfe,  Mary  Ginger,  &c. 

to  fign  the  Declarations  by  Mr.  Newbery-;  for  as  tothe  Nurfe  in  particular, 

fhe  made  ufe  of  a  very  different  language  to  me,  from  that  inferted  in  the 

printed  Declaration,  to  which  her  name  is  afHxed.  And  of  this  the  teftimony 

of  Mr.  Town  fend  is  a  fufficient  evidence. 


N.  B.  It  may  be  proper  alfo  here  to  inform  the  Public,  that  Mr.  Maxwell 


has  allured  me  his  name  was -inferted  in  the  Public  Advertifer  (in  order  to  fup- 
port  Mr.  Newbery’s  Declarations)  without  his  confent  or  approbation,  or  even 


knowledge. 


H 


smith’s 
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>  t 

smith’s  cafe,  I  fhould  not  have  fuffered  it  to  be  fent  to  him 
from  my  £hop  ;  in  order  to  judge  rightly  of  this  matter,  the 

ufual  pradtice  of  Apothecaries  £hould  be  confidered.  Though 

*  .  «  * 

we  may  difapprove  of  the  exhibition  of  fuch  a  medicine  as 

6  -w  '  *  '  I  / 

this,  yet  it  has  come  into  fuch  general  ufe,  that  it  is  never 
fuppofed  that  we  have  a  right  to  refufe  it  in  Fever  cafes,  if  the 
patient  or  his  friends  infift  on. it;  and  more  efpecially  to  a 
Gentleman,  like  Dr.  Goldsmith,  who  had  been  himfelf  in 
fome  degree  engaged  in  the  profeffion  of  Phyfic.  I  thought 
I  had  done  my  duty,  by  earneftly  remonftrating  againfl  the 
ufe  of  a  medicine  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  improper  in  his 
cafe.  It  fhould  alfo  be  remembered,.,  that  though  I  difapr 
proved  of  Dr .  Goldsmith^  taking  Dr.  fatness  Powder ,  I 
could  not  poffibly  determine  with  certainty  that  it  would  be 
productive  of  fuch  fatal  effedts.  But  when  thefe  had  unfor¬ 
tunately  taken  place,  I  thought  it  an  act  of  duty  to  the 
Public  to  make  the  affair  fo  generally  known,  as  to  put 
people  on  their  guard  againft  an  injudicious  and  indifcrimi- 
nate  ufe  of  this,  or  any  other  very  powerful  and  adtive  mer 
dicine ;  and  for  this,  I  apprehend,  I  could  not  be  cenfured  by 
any  candid  or  equitable  man  $  and  the  rather,  as  I  had  no 
more  intereft  in  difcouraging  the  fale  of  the.  Fever  Powder , 
than  I  had  in  promoting  it. 


Since 


[  39.  1 

Since  the  publication  of  my  Pamphlet,  much  pains  has 
been  taken  to  propagate  in  the  papers  an  account  of  Sir 
Th  omas  Robinson  being  cured  of  a  Fever  by  Dr.  James’s 
Powder.  Suppofing  this  account  to  be  ftrifldy  true,  it  dif- 
proves  nothing  which  I  have  advanced  in  my  publication.  I 
always  admitted,  that  it  was  a  good  medicine  in  fome  cafes  of 
Fevers ;  and  only  condemned  its  being  exhibited  in  Fevers  of 
every  kind,  without  a  due  confideration  of  the  effential  dif¬ 
ference  in  fuch  complaints.  It  is,  however,  fomewhat  un¬ 
favourable  to  the  reputation  of  a  medicine  which  is  fo  gene¬ 
rally  ufed,  that  only  one  fuccefsful  cafe  fhould  be  produced 
in  about  three  months.  This  feems  rather  to  corroborate  the 
fentiments  of  Dr.  Millar,  that  it  is  more  frequently  unfuc^ 
cefsful,  or  pernicious,  than  otherwife, 

%  *  m  * 

As  my  concern  in  the  management  of  the  late  Dr.  Gold¬ 
smith’s  affairs  has  made  fome  noife,  I  think  it  proper,  in 
juftice  to  my  own  character,  to  publifh  the  following  Letter* 

Mr.  HAWES,  London,  June  io,  1774. 

IN  a  few  hours  I  purpofe  leaving  town,  and  now  return 
you  mod  fincere  thanks  for  your  kind  behaviour  to  me,  fliice 
my  arrival  here.  I  alfo  am  thoroughly  convinced  of  your 


care 
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care,  affiduity,  and  diligence,  with  refpedt  to  my  brother 
Do&or  Goldsmith.  I  am  alfo  convinced,  that  as  his  affairs 
were  put  into  your  hands  by  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  he  could 
have  chofe  no  one  who  would  have  adted  with  more  caution 
and  difintereftednefs  than  you  have  done  j  for  which  you  have 
my  fincere  wifhes  for  the  welfare  of  you  and  your’s. — I  am. 
Sir,  with  thanks  and  refpedts  to  your  family. 

Your  much  obliged  humble  Servant, 

MAURICE  GOLDSMITH. 

***** 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Bott,  and 

others  of  Dr»  Goldsmith’s  beft  and  moft  efteemed  friends, 

* 

have  alfo  teftified  their  approbation  of  my  condudt. 

*  *  * 

The  following  letter  having  been  communicated  to  me,  it 
would  be,  perhaps,  a  kind  of  injuftice  to  the  Public  to  conceal 
it ;  but  I  fhall  leave  them  to  make  their  own  obfervations 

i  * 

'  on  it. 

To  Mr.  H  A  W  E  S. 

S  1  R, 

AS  there  has  been  fome  altercation  in  the  public  papers 
relating  to  Jamd s  Fever-Powder  in  refpedt  to  Dr.  Gold¬ 


smith 


t  3'  1 

SMtTH  taking  it,  it  becomes  necefiary  to  explain  to  the  Public 

fome  fafts  in  regard  to  the  preparations  of  that  Powder. - . 

A  Person  now  is,  and  has  been  employed  for  many  years 
to  make  it,  who  is  often  much  in  liquor  at  the  time  Jhe  is  going 
through  the  procefs ,  which  takes  up  many  hours  before  a  ftrong 
fire.  Without  doubt,  this  may  occafion  the  Powder  not  al - 

*r  • 

ways  to  be  made  alike ,  and  many  times  improperly  prepared  ; 
and  when  fo,  it  of  courfe  may  not  have  the  defined effedl  on  thofe 
who  take  it.  To  prove  this,  let  the  fpeciiic  gravity  of  it  made 

*’  4  f  m  r 

at  different  times  be  tried,  and  it  will  be  found  to  vary  much  : 
This  has  been  done  many  times  accurately,  by  an  hydroftatical 
ballance,byaperfonwhohad  an  opportunity  of  knowing  when 
Powders  of  different  makings  were  delivered  to  the  perfon  who 
puts  it  into  papers,  in  order  to  be  fealea  up.  A  meafure  is 
made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofe.  This  meafure,  tho’  filled  always 
exactly  alike,  will  for  the  above  reafons  fometimes  produce 
twenty  grains,  fometimes  upwards,  to  nearly  thirty  grains;  con- 
fequently  the  powder  will  differ  in  its  quality  and 
efficacy. — The  perfon  who  has  proved  it  as  above,  knows 
the  exa£t  procefs  of  making  thefe  Powders,  and  he  is  certain 
it  requires  a  person  to  be  sober,  attentive,  and  of 

JUDGMENT,  TO  GO  THROUGH  THE  OPERATION  OF  MAKING 

I 


IT 
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9  I  *  #  ^  ^  v  v 

IT  PROPERLY  AND  ALWAYS  ALIKE. - The"  whole  of  the 

above  will  be  attefted,  if  neceflary. 

I  am.  Sir, 

j  < 

Your  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

ME  AN  WELL. 

The  Writer  of  the  above  communicated  his  name  to  me, 
and  I  can  give  information  concerning  him  to  any  Gentleman 
of  chara&er  who  may  require  it. 

•*  *  &  *  .  •  >  7 

I  shall  likewife  take  this  opportunity  of  fubjoining  the* 

.  -# 

following  letters  which  have  been  publicly  addrelfed  to  me.. 

To  Mr.  HAWES. 

S  I  R, 

I  have  read  your  little  publication  with  attention  and 
pleafure.  The  great  caution  and  moderation  with  which  you, 
fpeak  of  that  celebrated  Powder,  does  you  honour,  and  adds 
weight  to  your  narrative.  No  one  will  doubt  of  the  Justice 
of  your  remarks,  but  a  Nostrum  Vender,  and  a  Nostrum 
Swallower.  It  is  as  clear  an  axiom  as  any  that  can  be  laid : 
down,  That  there  is  no  medicine  particularly  aftive  in  its  ef¬ 
fect,  but  what  may  be  of  pernicious  confequence  injudici- 
oufly  adminiftered  it  is  no  lefs  obvious,  that  nine  perfons  out 
of  ten,  who  take  them  of  their  own  accord,  take  them  im¬ 
properly. — The  conclufion  is  equally  obvious. 
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The  public  character  of  Dr.  GoldSxMith  has  given  you  a 
fair  opportunity  of  exhibiting  to  the  world  one  example  of  the 
horrid  deeds  done  in  the  dark  by  powerful  medicines,  in  the 
hands  of  the  patient  himfelf,  or  of  his  nurfe  and  there  is 
every  reafon  to  fear,  that  were  all  the  inftances  of  their  fatal 
effedls  equally  brought  forth  to  public  view,  they  would  in¬ 
finitely  exceed  (without  the  affiftance  of  perjury,  too)  the 
numerous  affidavits  of  fuccefs  with  which  our  papers  are 
crowded. 

There  is  one  thing  remarkable  in  the  declaration  of  Dr. 
Goldsmith’s  attendants  in  his  laft  illnefs.  They  attribute 
his  death  to  the  Powders  your  fervant  adminiftered.  Nay, 
Mr.  Newbery  himfelf  refts  his  caufe  upon  this  article.  But 
as  you  have  now  convinced  the  world  that  thefe  were  Dr . 
James’s  Powders ,  and  given  in  a  prudent  dofe,  Mr.  Newbery 
muft  be  forced  to  acknowledge  that  Dr.  James's  Powders 
have  done  this  injury  to  the  unhappy  vidtim,  and  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic.  I  hope  this  fhocking  event  will  make  the  venders  of 
advertifed  medicines  more  moderate  in  their  affertions,  as  well 
as  teach  the  purchafers  to  be  a  little  more  circumfpedt  in  the 
ufe  of  them. 

A  Friend  to  the  Public. 


To 


(  34  ) 

\  •  *  ■  •  r  *'■  «, 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Morning  Chronicle, 

sir,  r  > 

There  is  hardly  any  thing  which  gives  a  man  of  candour 
and  equity  more  concern,  than  the  frequent  inftances  which 
we  fee  in  the  world  of  perfons  of  worth  and  humanity  being 
expofed  to  cenfure  and  calumny,  for  no  other  reafon  than 
their  having  laboured  to  render  themfelves  ufeful  members  of 
Society. 

We  have  a  remarkable  inflance  of  this  in  the  cafe  of  Mr, 
Hawes,  who  attended  the  late  Dr.  Goldsmith  as  an  Apo- 

t 

thecary  during  his  late  illnefs  ;  of  the  circumftances  of  which 
he  has  lately  publifhed  a  fair,  candid,  and  accurate  account. 
But  for  his  conduct  in  this  affair,  for  which  he  is  entitled 
to  the  thanks  of  the  Public,  he  has  been  treated  in  an  in¬ 
jurious  manner  in  the  Newfpapers.  The  caufe  of  this  is 
fufiiciently  apparent.  Mr.  Hawes  was  thoroughly  con- 
vinced,  that. Dr.  James’s  Powder  had  been  highly  injurious 
in  Dr.  Goldsmith’s  cafe,  and  he  very  frankly  publifhed  that 
opinion.  He  could  not  have  adted  fairly  by  the  Public,  had 
he  done  otherwife  j  but  at  the  fame  time  he  candidly  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  this  Medicine,  in  many  cafes  of  Fevers, 


was 
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was  highly  beneficial,  and  through  the  whole  of  his  pam¬ 
phlet  he  has  treated  Dr.  James  himfelf  with  great  decency 
and  politenefs.  In  what  he  has  faid  of  thefe  Powders,  when, 
adminiftered  irregularly,  and  in  improper  cafes,  he  will 
hardly  be  contradidted  by  one  man  of  fenfe  in  the  kingdom, 
who  is  any  judge  of  medical  matters,  and  who  is  not  in- 
terefted  in  the  fale  of  thefe  Powders.  Dr.  Millar,  in  his 

N 

Treatife  on  Antimony  lately  publifhed,  has  fpoken  more 
ffrongly  of  the  pernicious  effects  of  the  Fever-Powders  than 
Mr  Hawes  has  done ;  and  has  intimated,  that  he  fcarcely 
ever  knew  them  to  produce  any  good  effedts  to  patients  in 
fuch  cafes.  Mr.  PIawtes  is  more  favourable  to  thefe  Pow¬ 
ders  ;  he  acknowledges  they  may  be  ufeful  in  fome  cafes  of 
Fevers,  though  highly  injurious  in  others  ;  and  his  obfer- 
vations  on  this  fubjedt  will,  I  believe,  be  approved  of  by 
every  impartial  perfon  who  perufes  his  pamphlet. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  part  which  Mr.  Hawes  has  taken 
in  this  affair  is  perfedtly  confident  with  the  general  huma¬ 
nity  of  his  charadter,  and  which  has  led  him  with  Dr.  Co- 
can  to  be  fo  affiduous  in  eftablifhing  in  this  kingdom  an 

inflitution  for  the  Recovery  of  Persons  apparently 
dead  by  drowning.  An  inflitution  of  the  lame  kind  has 
been  the  means  of  faving  many  perfons  from  death  in  Hol- 

K 


LAND; 
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i and  5  and  has  been  lately  fet  on  foot  by  the  higheft  autho¬ 
rity  in  France.  And  the  fociety  now  formed  by  Dr.  Co- 
gan  and  Mr.  Hawes,  under  the  patronage  of  our  prefent. 
worthy  Lord-Mayor,  bids  fair  to  be  productive  of  the  moft 
falutary  confequences  in  this  kingdom. 

;  •  ••  j  .  Jl  Friend  to  Humanity . 

\  •  *  ♦  y  «  -  -m-  %  <*, 

I  have  now  finifhdd  my  Appendix,- and  fubmit  the  whole 
to  the  candid  Public  i  and  fhall  only  add,  that  if  by  the  va-’ 
rious  and  mean  arts  ufed 

,  ^  *  *  *  \  ^  aft  '  ’  <  *  ^  '  * 

Quack  Medicines,  to  give  their  xloftfilms  fanction  with  the 

Public,  men  were  only  deprived  of  fome  of  their  property, 

,  .  *  *  »  ... 

it  would  comparatively  be  a  matter  of  little  conftderation  ; 
but  when  the  lives  of  men  are  often  loft,*  or  endangered,  in 
confequence  of  quack  advertifements,  inferted  with  no  better 
view  than  that  of  vending  half-crown  powders,  &c.  it  then' 
becomes  the  duty  of  every  honeft  man  to  point  out  the; 

v  *  *  *  .  ft  v  * 

danger  neceffarily  attendant  on  thofe  perfons  who  are  fo  ready 

*  *  . ;  t  +  +  4j. 

to  be  deluded  by  the  puffs  of  noftrum- mongers ;  and  if  I 

v  *  if  f:  ‘  u 

have  the  happinefs  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  my  fellow-creatures 
by  this  publication,  1  (hail  pay  but  little  regard  to  the  cen- 
fures  of  the  interefted  and  malevolent. 


by  the  proprietors  and  venders  of 


FINIS. 


